New technologies from China and Taiwan: ready for
the impact on your manufacturing business?
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How Sirris is bringing top foreign technology such as
humanoid robots to Belgium

Agoria’s Tech Dragons of Asia | 24-28 Nov 2025 mission brought Sirris, along with 65 industrial
companies and entrepreneurs, to the heart of two of the world’s most advanced technology
clusters: Shenzhen (China), known as the ‘Silicon Valley of Hardware’ and Taipei (Taiwan), the
strategic centre of the global chip industry and electronics manufacturing. The visit made it clear
that the next wave of technology breakthroughs is coming at us faster than expected, and from the
Far East: humanoid robots, autonomous drones and AloT systems, for example.

But what does this mean for Belgian manufacturers? And how can they prepare for these rapid
developments? We spoke to Herman Derache, CEO of Sirris, and Paul Peeters, Community
Manager Manufacturing & Energy Transition at Sirris.
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Tech Dragons of Asia - 2027

Join us on an inspiration mission to Asia’s leading tech factories

Discover it here

In this article, you will discover which technological breakthroughs from China and Taiwan are
coming to Belgian manufacturing companies, what their impact is on production and
innovation, and how Sirris can help you test, understand and apply these technologies today:

e How do you feel after returning from the Tech Dragons of Asia mission?

e Humanoid robots: are they a market reality yet?

e Why is it so important for Belgian manufacturers to start testing with humanoid robots?
e What innovations from China and Taiwan really made an impression on you?

e What can Belgian manufacturers learn from the ecosystem around Shenzhen?
The second part of the trip took Sirris to Taipei. That's a totally different profile from
Shenzhen, isn't it?

Are terms such as AloT and edge computing the new normal there, then?

What should Belgian manufacturers learn from China and Taiwan?

What has Sirris itself taken away from the Tech Dragons of Asia mission?
Conclusion: now is the time to look ahead

How do you feel after returning from the Tech Dragons of Asia mission?

‘We ain’t seen nothing yet. The next five years... it will be like an explosion of a pot of
popcorn.’

This was how AWEX'’s Didier Denayer put it, but everyone felt the same way, says Herman
Derache.

‘You could feel it everywhere: one after the other innovation was popping up. In
Shenzhen, we saw speed, boldness and live experiments. In Taipei, we saw maturity,
dominance and focus. But everywhere we felt the same thing: technology is moving
faster than we think.’

The mission began in Shenzhen, a city with futuristic architecture and state-of-the-art infrastructure
that serves as a living test laboratory for, among other things, new generations of humanoid
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robots and autonomous systems for vehicles and drones.









Humanoid robots: are they a market reality yet?

‘We knew humanoid robots were coming, but not that they were so close’, says Herman
Derache.

In Shenzhen, we saw robots that walk, turn, balance and stand right up again if they fall over.
During demonstrations, they even danced and made fast, complex fighting moves.

Technology is moving fast: UB Tech alone has delivered 500 robots this year and is targeting
10,000 within the next two years. Major players such as Audi, Foxconn, BYD, BMW, Tesla and
Mercedes are already running tests in logistics applications.

"That's why we too need to start testing and preparing our businesses starting from
tomorrow’, Derache stresses.

Industry is also the first target market for humanoid developers, as Paul and Herman witnessed on
several occasions during the mission. The reason: data. Industry runs 24/7, has many processes
and continuously generates training data that can improve humanoid Al models more quickly.

Why is it so important for Belgian manufacturers to start testing with
humanoid robots?

Paul Peeters: ‘We've been actively working on flexible, mobile and smart cobots for
some years now, but what we saw in Shenzhen is the next generation. According to UB
Tech’s road map, humanoid robots will reach 80% of human productivity in logistics
tasks such as picking up, moving and stacking parts and boxes by the end of 2027.
Moreover, they will be able to carry heavier loads than is allowed for human operators
today.’

'Fine motor skills such as hand movements remain the big challenge, but the first
industrial applications are on the way.'

‘We have two or three years to prepare for this with industry’, stresses Herman
Derache.









What innovations from China and Taiwan really made an impression on you?

Besides humanoid robots, the move towards fully autonomous systems such as autonomous
cars and flying autonomous drones stood out in particular. China calls the latter the ‘low-altitude
economy’ (LAE): applications between ground level and low flying altitude, especially for logistics.

In Shenzhen, Paul and Herman came across:

e Autonomous cars that drive themselves in heavy and mixed urban traffic (for now, with a
driver sitting idly by)
e Autonomous drones delivering parcels and even coffee

The government allows these tests so that start-ups and companies can learn on a large scale.

‘But make no mistake’, says Paul Peeters. ‘We ordered a coffee and it was still hot
when the drone arrived. That's not experimental: it's operational.’

‘In Europe, we’d spend five years on regulations before drones were allowed to fly over
a city. In Shenzhen, the city is a testing ground that’s part of a strong ecosystem’,
Herman adds.









