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Survey maps out ferrous metals waste streams and
their potential
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Ferrous metals are regarded as one of the best recycled and recyclable materials. But there is
room for a next step. Today, they are widely collected and reintroduced into the material cycle,
albeit with too little attention to selective recycling and reuse.

On the basis of a survey oriented towards various stakeholders in the value chain of ferrous
metals, the Cleanscrap project maps out the available valuable 'waste streams'. On the other hand,
the survey creates awareness among the Flemish users of ferro-alloys of the potential of these
material flows.

The survey gathered information about:

e Company profiles: localisation, size, turnover, type of sector, type of activity, type of products
(sensitive or not to specific elements)

e Elements regarding quality control, selection procedure, traceability: scrap categories, best
buy, procurement criteria, input control, options for sorting and pre-treatment

e Sorting and pre-treatment practices: track & trace through process, intermediate analysis,
most critical elements, slag binding for metal producers
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There were specific questions for the three types of stakeholders: producers, users, recyclers. With
a limited number of multiple choice questions and easy access through an e-mail link, we managed
to reach out to 123 companies especially also in the PME field, thanks to the broad network of
Clusta and Sirris.

Conclusions

Conclusions were that almost no-one knows about EU scrap specifications. Scrap treatment
companies sort the scrap and often perform some analysis, but not necessarily accordingly to
global specifications. Hence, there is a possible loss of valorisation. Main decision criteria for those
purchasing scrap are based on trusting their contact or minimising their cost. Their own quality
checks are limited and avoiding the use of certain scraps/waste appears still the best option to
them.

As well in sorting as in pre-treatment many potential actions are not being exploited by both 'scrap
creators' as 'scrap users'. The graphs show some degree of separation, but clearly no discussion
about the optimal conditions this could create for value creation of these material flows.

In a next stage the Cleanscrap project will look at selected case studies and use some of the pre-
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Wanneer jullie bedrijf metaalafval verkoopt, sorteren prineip

jullie dan om het niveau van vervuiling te kunnen
specifiéren aan de afnemer ? (%)

m MNeen, we specifieren dit niet

3%

® Ja, we houden ongeverfde metalen apart

® la, we houden niet-gegalvaniseerde metalen
apart

W la, we Forgen voor minimum vervuiling met
organische fractie (aarde, hout, olie, ...}

| Ja, we houden roestvast staal apart

m Ja, we houden eventueel non-ferro
materialen apart

m la, we houden onze met olie bevuilde kleine
fractie apart (draailingen, spanen, etc...)

B Geen antwoord
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nabehandeling uit voor jullie het verkopen ? Selecteer uw
standaardactie (%)

m Meen, we beveren het af zonder meer

m Meen, we leveren het af zonder meer,
maar maken de afnemer er attent op

® Ja, we voeren toch nog een sorteeractie
wit voor het vertrekt

W la, we voeren zelf een "schoonmaak'actie
it voor het vertrekt

W Geen antwoord
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